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Greetings to All, 

Another year is soon to close and a new year soon to begin.   I would like to take this opportunity to thank Laura McLean for serving as 

President in 2010 and 2011.  Through her talented leadership, guidance and her fun and inspiring way of pulling members together as a 

team to host the NEDA Auction of Love, and the NEDA Christmas Party has enriched many members experience in NEDA.  Laura is a 

true asset to our organization.  I look forward to working with Laura in 2012 as one of the Board Members at Large.   2012 holds many 

new and exciting opportunities for our chapter.   I am excited to be your President in 2012,  I  promise to work very hard  to serve all 

your needs in this upcoming year.  I want to hear from each of you, whether it be concerns, needs, or ways this chapter can better serve 

your needs, and grow our chapter in this upcoming year. 

My hope for 2012 is to hear your ideas, have more members attend board meetings, increase attendance at the paint ins, and have     

more member involvement with the NEDA projects.  As always all members are invited to attend any NEDA Board meeting.  Our first 

board meeting will be January 7, 2012 beginning at 9am before the January Fund Day.   I encourage all to attend the January Fun Day, 

what a time to share your ideas,  meet your board with new and returning officers, a great time to finish a project, paint a memory box, 

start a new project, get help with a painting technique or just to enjoy the company of fellow painters and unwind and relax.  A sign-up 

sheet can be printed from the NEDA Website.  Forgot the website URL,  www.nedaoftc.com.   While you are on the website, check out 

the other upcoming projects and sign-up early. 

 

In 2011 we had a very successful fundraiser, NEDA Love Auction, and for 2012 Kim and Carol have been working very hard to organ-

ize another successful Love Auction.  Keep tuned during the year for ways we all can contribute to the success of this fundraiser. 

In the upcoming year,  we will be looking at ways to publicize our club and the many things we have to offer both current members and 

potential members.  Kim has been very busy scheduling our paint ins for 2012, in February ï Patti Masson, the medium w/b  Acrylics, 

March ï Joni Keskey,  the medium w/b Watercolor,  April ï Kathye Begala, medium TBD,  May ï Zentangles,  August ï Karen Hub-

bard, medium w/b Acrylics,  September ï Vera Collier, and November ï Dorothy Dent, medium w/b oils.  I am not the greatest painter, 

I struggle but  I always come away from a paint-in learning a new technique, brush stroke or how to correct a mistake I am making.  But 

the icing on the cake, for me, is I have met some terrific people, and had a terrific time. As always we will keep the prices down for each 

paint-in making it easier for all to participate. 

We have some exciting things coming up in 2012. Lets not forget the Michigan Mixer is scheduled for March 24, 2012  in Plainwell, MI 

It will be hosted by the Grand Rapids chapter.  In 2013 NEDA will be hosting the mixer. I want to thank Vera Collier for agreeing to 

chair this project.  Her committee will be informing everyone how we all can help make this a very successful project for our club.  So 

stay tuned.  New in 2012, the newsletter will feature a member.  I think this is a wonderful way we can get to know one another better. 

As always, we will continue with the memory boxes because they benefit so many.  Memory boxes will be available at the January Fun 

Day to paint and/or take home to paint.  We need to look into continuing with the Welcome Signs for Habitat for Humanity in 2012.  

There will be more info coming forth for the Welcome Signs and how members can participate.   We will be continuing with the 

Wednesday paint ins (free) where members and your friends can come and fellowship with each other, work on your existing projects, 

learn new techniques or get help on your painting difficulties.  No pressure, just a very fun time and it is Free. 

In closing, I want to challenge each member to attend as many board meetings as possible, step out of your comfort zone and volunteer 

or attend a paint in, it can be so much fun, and share your ideas with us either by email or in person at a board meeting.  Your board is 

here for your needs and you can contact  any of us via email with your suggestions and concerns.  Thank you to all who helped, in some 

way, in 2011. 

I hope everyone has a Great Christmas and New Year and look forward to seeing everyone in 2012. 

Sharma Zollinger, 2012 President  

http://www.nedaoftc.com/
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Upcoming Classes and Seminars 

EDUCATION NEWS  

I hope all of you are planning to participate in our seminars and 

paint-ins this year!  It will be hard to top Maryôs success as Edu-

cation Chair.  I tried to put together projects for 2012 that would 

appeal to most all NEDA members.   If there is a project that 

you donôt find you particularly care for or in a medium that you 

have no experience in, I encourage you to take the class anyway.  

I cannot tell you how many times Iôve thought about not taking 

a class because I didnôt care for it but decided to go ahead and 

sign up only to have it be one of my favorite classes.  There has 

not been one time that I havenôt walked away without learning 

something. 

I made a few changes on the NEDA web site ï you will notice a 

button labeled Projects (or Misc).  Iôve decided to have pictures 

of all the upcoming paint-in / seminar projects on this page.  As 

soon a project photo is available, Iôll put it on the web site so 

check back often.  As before, you can click on the project name 

on the calendar page and print out the submission forms for the 

projects. 

I would like to thank everyone who participated in the email 

vote for the Dorothy Dent projects.  With your help we picked 

out three great projects!   

January 7, 2012, is NEDAôs fun day; a free day to come and 

work on a project youôve been meaning to finish.  We will also 

have memory boxes available to paint.  We are very low on 

memory boxes right now and I know Joni would appreciate 

them.  Bring in your project, patterns, and paints.  We will also 

be doing a pot luck.  Sign ups are online or contact me. 

February 4, 2012, is a great project with Patti Masson.   The 

class cost for NEDA members is $20 plus a $5 materials fee. 

The $5 covers all the mediums / paint for the class.  The project 

is done on a 10 x 30 gallery wrapped canvas.  If you would like 

to order one through me ï please send in your form/check BE-

FORE JANUARY 23, 2012.       

FYI - Weôll be doing the companion piece to this project in 

May. 

I hope to see you at the paint-ins!   

Kim Yager, Education  

2012 NEDA Calendar of Events 

January 7, 2012           Fun Day! 

February 4, 2012           Patti Masson ï Acrylics 

March 10, 2012           Joni Keskey ï Watercolors 

April 21, 2012           Kathye Begala ï Acrylics 

May 19 , 2012           Zentangles ï Pen/ink 

June/July            Summer Break 

August 23, 24, 25, 2012   Karen Hubbard ï Acrylics 

September 13, 2012         Vera Collier 

October 13, 2012              NEDA Auction 

November 8, 9, 10, 2012  Dorothy Dent ï Oils 

February Project 

2/4/12 

Patti Masson 

Acrylic 

March Project 

3/10/12 

Joni Keskey 

Watercolor 
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"I would like you to meet...."  
 

Sharma Zollinger, NEDA member since 2009 & our  2012 

NEDA Board President. 

 

Sharma & her husband, Jay, have lived in Acme for 13 years, 

moving here from Ohio.  They have a blended family of 5 grown 

children (2 from Jay's previous marriage & 3 from Sharma's) & 

will be celebrating their 29th wedding anniversary this Jan. 1st.  

Sharma & Jay give much love & support to their granddaughter, 

Sarah, who lives with them & who is working towards her degree 

in Social Work. 

 

Sharma has an Associate's Degree in Electronics & worked her 

way up to a management position with AT&T in Ohio where she 

met Jay.  After both retiring from AT&T & moving north, the 

busy duo couldn't sit still.  Sharma accepted a position as Acme 

Township Deputy Clerk 9 years ago & her husband chairs the 

Acme Township Planning Committee. 

 

Almost 4 years ago, her life opened up to painting when she took 

some classes from Barb Buelow.  She had a yearning to learn 

more & began her many treks to Tulsa, OK for classes with 

Pricilla Houser.  But painting isn't her only creative love.  Sharma 

founded the "Sweetwater Evening Garden Club" in 2002 & has 

headed many beautification projects in her area that you can still 

enjoy today.  After 10 years, her garden club is small, but still 

going strong.  If that isn't enough to keep her busy, she also vol-

unteers for the G.T. Area Children's Learning Garden & their 

annual plant sale every May.  Her creativity spans sewing, cro-

cheting, knitting, & hooking rugs as well as her painting & gar-

dening.  Sharma says, "...since I have been painting I look at our 

environment in a whole new way.....I am more conscious of the 

color, contrast, shadows, & depth of all things around me."   

 

I think you'll agree, Sharma will be a great leader for NEDA in 

2012. Sharma says she hopes to meet the needs of all our mem-

bers this year & hopes to encourage more membership participa-

tion this year.  Sharma adds, "I value friends & family.  I am but 

a tiny sprout on this earth & all the people I meet & new things I 

learn will keep me growing for many years to come."   
 

Amen Sharma! ~ 

 

by Laura McLean    

In this newsletter we are premiering a new series of articles by 

Laura McLean entitled ñI would like you to meetéò.  Laura will 

provide us with an interview with a NEDA member in each issue 

of the newsletter.  This month she would ñlike you to meetéò our 

new president, Sharma Zollinger.  We hope you enjoy these arti-

cles as a way of getting to know some of our members better. 

Mississippi Mud Brownies 
 

Browning the butter when making these easy 1-bowl brownies 

adds a rich nutty flavor! 

Prep time:  25 minutes  Total Time: 2 hours, 25 minutes  Yield:  

20 servings 

 

Brownies 

5oz unsweetened chocolate, chopped 

2/3 C butter 

1-3/4 C sugar 

1 C flour 

3 eggs, lightly beaten 

1 tsp vanilla 

 

Fillings & Toppings 
(1) 7oz jar marshmallow cream (i used more than this) 

1 pkg semi-sweet chocolate morsels 

1 C pecans 

 

1) Preheat oven to 350.  Microwave chocolate for brownies un-

covered 1 to 1-1/2 min. stirring every 30 seconds until melted.  

Set aside.  Melt butter in a small saucepan over medium heat on 

the stove for about 5 minutes (stirring constantly) until butter is 

a dark amber color & brown bits form at the bottom.  Remove 

from heat & pour over melted chocolate.  Immediately add re-

maining ingredients for brownies & blend well.  Spoon batter 

into a 9x13 pan (use non-stick spray in both) or into about 22 

cupcake liners. 

 

2)  Bake 18-22 minutes or until wooden toothpick comes out 

clean.  Cupcakes will take less time.  Immediately spoon marsh-

mallow over brownies when they come out of the oven.  (the 

marshmallow will melt rather quickly & will allow you to 

spread it evenly). Set aside to cool or refrigerate for about an 

hour. 
 

3)  For chocolate topping, microwave semi-sweet morsels  for 1 

to 1-1/2 minutes, stirring every 30 seconds until melted & driz-

zle over marshmallow.  Top with pecans.  Refrigerate until 

chocolate is set.  Cut when cold.     

 
Recipe courtesy of Laura McLean  



Memory Boxes 
 

Hello Everyone, 

 

Now that the auction and holidays are over and before we 

begin asking for next yearôs projects, please take a little 

time and paint a memory box for our ongoing project sup-

plying Munson Hospital.  Lina, the grief counselor, uses 

these boxes for young parents who will return home empty 

hearted and empty handed, whether it be from the delivery 

room, NICU or the ER.  I just delivered 6 more boxes and 

my stash is getting low.  I donôt every want to refuse her.   

Iôll have boxes to paint at the January fun day and I know 

some of you have a few still stashed away, waiting to be 

painted.  You are such a generous group with your talents 

and time.  Please dig in one more time. 

Thank you, 

2012 SEASONS OF LOVE AUCTION NEWS  

Carol Spangler and I have volunteered to co-chair the auction 

together this year.  On that note, the board has approved the 

auction to be held at the Holiday Inn in Traverse City on Oc-

tober 13, 2012.  T raffle items for the 2012 auction will be 

two Christmas trees ï one with a snowman theme and one in a 

ñlodgeò theme.  These will be our first and second place raffle 

prizes. The third place prize will be a prepaid Visa or Master-

card.  We felt a prepaid card would appeal to a larger number 

of people.  

We are asking all NEDA members to paint at least one or-

nament for each tree appropriate for the theme of the 

tree.   These DO NOT need to be elaborate.  Think outside 

the box.  For the snowman tree ï snowmen (of course), mit-

tens, snowflakes, icicles, black hats ï anything snow or snow-

man related! For the lodge tree ï how about painting on an 

infant ñwork bootò style shoe, or anything lodge/woodsy re-

lated?  If you are handy with tools, how about cutting a small 

branch/log into round "slices" and painting on the front of the 

cut side? You do not have to paint on a traditional bulb orna-

ment! Anything that is appropriate size / painted theme can 

become an ornament. Right now is the time to purchase blank 

wood cutouts, blank glass bulbs or paper mache ornaments 

from Michaelôs, etc.   Of course, we would welcome more 

ornaments should you chose to paint more!    

 We would like to have as many ornaments as possi-

ble PRIOR TO MID JUNE  so we may decorate the trees, 

have the photos shot and available for mailing in July.   We 

will provide a firm date once that decision has been 

made.   Of course, we will accept ornaments after this date but 

keep in mind that we encourage you NOT to wait and have at 

least ONE per tree ready for the June date.  It is really essen-

tial for the success of our auction that everyone participate 

and abide by the June time frame.  If you have your ornament 

completed ï contact Kim or Carol. 

Also new for the 2012 auction is board members will be cre-

ating wreaths for the tables. These will take the place of the 

pots weôve painted in years past.  The wreaths will be auc-

tioned off and will be any theme the creator of the wreath 

chooses (Halloween, Christmas, Fourth of July, beach, fall, 

etc).  If you are not a board member but would like to create 

a wreath, contact Kim Yager or Carol Spangler.  We would 

love to have you participate!  

 Thank you for working to make NEDAôs 2012 auction an-

other success!  

 Kim Yager & Carol Spangler 

AUCTION RESULTS 

  

INCOME; 

Live Auction            $2797.00 

Silent Auction            306.00 

Chinese Auction         393.00 

$25 and under table    776.00 

Luncheon                 1095.00 

Raffle                       1062.00 

TOTAL                     6429.00 

  

EXPENSES; 

Elks                       $1026.03 

Drawings                    150.00 

Auctioneer                  250.00 

Scheldes                    100.00 

Raffle Surface              110.00 

Printing tickets            146.62 

Postage for packets       29.73 

Misc                             70.34 

TOTAL                       1886.69 

  

PROFIT                     $4546.31                      

NEDA donated $400.00 to each of our charities, The Woman's 

Resource Center, Camp Quality and the Childrens Oncology Unit 

at Munson Hospital. 

 Next years auction will be held October 13 at the Holiday Inn in 

Traverse City. 
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Websites of Note 

 

Valley Tole 

www.valleytole.com 

 

West Michigan Decorative Artists 

www.hastingscountry.com/wmda.html 

 

Village Painters 

www.villagepainters.net 

 

Heart of Michigan 

Www.Heart-of-Michigan-Decorative-Artists.com 

 

Heritage Decorative Artists 

www.heritagedecorativeartists.com 

 

Great Lakes Decorative Artists 

www.greatlakesdecorativeartists.com 

 

Wine Country Artists 

www.hastingscountry.com/winecountryartists.html 

 

PAINTING SUPPLY SOURCES 

Cabin Craftersð800-669-3920 

www.cabincrafters.com 

Cupboard Distributing ð 937-652-3338 

www. cdwood.com 

DecoArtð800-367-3047 

www.decoart.com 

J.W. etcð805-529-9500 

www.jwetc.com 

Loew-Cornell, Inc.ð866-227-9206 

www.loew-cornell.com 

Smooth Cut Wood 

888-982-9663 

Member Websites 

Kathye Begala, CDA   www.kathyebegala.com   

Vera Collier                  www.painterscreek.com 

Jana Gillstrom  www.mycmsite.com/janagillstrom 

Attention NEDA members:  If you have a website or blog 

you would like to announce, please send it to me, I would 

be happy to include it in the newsletter. 

BOARD MEMBERS 2012 

 PRESIDENT: Sharma Zollinger   231-938-2726     

sjzollinger@att.net 

VICE PRESIDENT/NEWSLETTER :  Vera Collier   

231-864-2005  veracollier@yahoo.com 

SECRETARY: Sue Sheffer 231-947-1821 

 tosusheffer@charter.net 

TREASURER: Carol Spangler    231-276-9726   

carolpspangler@aol.com 

EDUCATION /WEBMASTER: Kim Yager    231 -938-2260     

kimynot@yahoo.com 

LIBRARIAN:  Nancy Keech   231-267-5735  

nancykeech1@yahoo.com 

MEMBERSHIP: Sally Masterson 231-276-6706  

tcmasters@aol.com 

 

                    BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE      

Nancy Keech  

Jana Gillstrom  

                                Sue Sheffer   
  

     January                    February 

Char Ellis 1/16                Karen Sherrill 2/8 

Luana Dueweki 1/19       Vera Collier 2/13 

                                         Cathy Mowbray 2/14 

                                          Lucille Nelson 2/14 

                                          Cindy Pointe 2/26 


